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evaluating effects of long-term vibration on structures
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1 Scope

This standard specifies a method of measuring and evaluating the effects of vibration on structures designed .
primarily for static loading. It applies to structures which do not need to be designed to specific standards or
codes of practice as regards dynamic loading.

This standard gives guideline values which, when complied with, will not result in damage that will have an
adverse effect on the structure’s serviceability. in some cases, guideline values for a simplified evaluation are
also given.

2 Normative references

This standard incorporates, by dated or undated reference, provisions from other publications. These norma-
tive references are cited at the appropriate places in the text, and the titles of the publications are listed below.
For dated references, subsequent amendments to or revisions of any of these publications apply to this
standard only when incorporated in it by amendment or revision. For undated references, the latest edition of
the publication referred to applies.

DIN 1311-1 Vibration and shock ~ Vibration systems — Concepts, classification®)

DINV 4150-1 Structural vibration — Principles and measurement of vibration parameters**)

DIN 4150-1 Structural vibration - Preliminary measurement of vibration parameters*)

DIN 45669-1  Mechanical vibration and shock measurement — Measuring equipment

DIN 45669-2 Mechanical vibration and shock measurement — Measurement procedure

DIN EN 1594 Gas supply systems — Pipelines — Maximum operating pressure over 16 bar — Functional re-
quirements™)

3 Concepis
For the purposes of this standard, the following definitions apply in addition 1o those defined in DIN 1311-1.

3.1 Vibration )
Mechanical vibration of solid bodies which may cause damage or discomfort.

3.2 Damage
Any permanent effect of vibration that reduces the serviceability of a structure or one of its components.

3.3 Guideline value
A value obtained through experience; compliance with this value ensures that damage will not occur.

3.4 Short-term vibration

Vibration which does not occur often enough to cause structural fatigue and which does not produce resonance
in the structure being evaluated.

3.5 Long-term vibration
All types of vibration not covered by the definition of ‘short-term vibration’ in subclause 3.4.

4 Principles of evaluating the effects of vibration on structures
4.1 General

Clauses 5 and 6 specify methods of meas lng and’evaluatlng vibration parameters. If these methods are not
used, then the dynamic stresses occurrmg i the structure are to be determined by measurement or analysis
(e.g. as in subclauses 4.2 and 4.3, respec‘hvely) an‘d the results then compared with the permissible stresses,
taking their frequency of occurrence into account. Note that the methods described in subclauses 4.2 and 4.3
are not suitable for assessing minor damage as deflned in subclause 4.5.

Sometimes, vibration cannot be classified as being only short-term or only long-term as defined in
subclauses 3.4 and 3.5, respectively. In such cases, it shall be evaluated on the basis of both clause 5 and
clause 6.

*) Currently at draft stage. ‘
**} 1975 edition.
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Where necessary, foundation displacement as an indirect consequence of vibration shall also be taken into
consideration (cf. Appendix C).

4.2 Determining stresses by measurement
By measuring the strain in a vibrating building component and applying the mass law, the stresses present can
be inferred.

The amplitude and frequency of the measured vibration displacement, velocity or acceleration can be used in
stress/strain calculations.

The stresses in beams and slabs vibrating close to resonance can be approximated on the basis of the vibration
velocity amplitude, provided the measurement is made at the point of the greatest amplitude. In this case, the
boundary conditions and stiffness of the component need not be known (cf. subclause 6.2).

4.3 Determining stresses by analysis

The analysis of siresses shall be performed using state-of-the-art methods. Values used in the analysis may
be obtained by means of the predictive method described in DIN V 4150-1 or DIN 4150-1.

4.4 Permissible stresses

Verification of stability shall be carried out using the safety factors specified in the relevant standards and
regulations for additional dynamic loading, taking into account the type and duration of the dynamic loads
imposed, the measurement method, the characteristics of the building materials and the type of construction.

If necessary, fatigue strength shall also be verified. Stress-number curves may be used to establish, as a
function of the number of expected stress reversals, the stress limits, stress amplitudes, limits of strain and
similar parameters for the building materials, building components and junctions.

A detailed analysis of fatigue strength may be dispensed with if, for the stability analysis, the dynamic load
components are multiplied by a factor of 3.

Fatigue analysis is not required if the dynamic load component is less than 10 % of the permissible static stress.

4.5 Evaluating serviceability
Examples of a reduction in the serviceability of a building or building component due to the effects of vibration
include:
— the impairment of the stability of the building and its components;
— areduction in the bearing capacity of floors.
For structures as in lines 2 and 3 of table 1, the serviceability is considered to have been reduced if
~ cracks form in plastered surfaces of walls;
—~ existing cracks in the building are enlarged;
-~ partitions become detached from loadbearing walls or floors.
These effects are deemed ‘minor damage’.

4.6 Effects of vibratidn on soil

Strong vibration can cause settlement of soil, primarily in the case of loose to medium-dense, non-cohesive soil
such as sand and gravel; this can also lead to foundation settlement, especially where there is frequent vibration
or uniformly graded sand or soil beneath the groundwater level. For more information, see Appendix C.

5 Evaluating effects of short-term vibration
5.1 Effects on the structure as a whole

Numerous measurements of vibration velocity in building foundations have provided empirical values which
give guidance on the evaluation of short-term structural vibration. Evaluations as in this standard are based on
the maximum absolute value of the velocity signals, I, ., for the three components (where i=x,yorz)ofthe
unweighted velocity signals, v{t), measured on the building’ founda’uon (this parameter is referred to below as
v, for short). See subclause 5.4 for details of measurement.

The vibration measured in the plane of the highest floor resting on external walls also provides significant -
information for this evaluation, taking the maxima of the two horizontal components as a basis. Measurements
taken at this point in accordance with subclause 5.4 may be used to determine the horizontal response of the
structure to the excitation at the foundation.

Table 1 and figure 1 give guideline values for v, at the foundation and in the plane of the highest floor of various
types of building. Experience has shown that if these values are complied with, damage that reduces the
serviceability of the building will not occur. If damage nevertheless occurs, itis to be assumed that other causes
are responsible. Exceeding the values in table 1 does not necessarily lead to damage; should they be signifi-
cantly exceeded, however, further investigations are necessary.




Page 4

DIN 4150-3 : 1999-02

Table 1: Guideline values for vibration velocity to be used when evaluating the effects of short-term
vibration on structures

Guideline values for velocity, ¥, in mm/s

Vibration at the foundation

Vibration at

of their particular sensi-
tivity to vibration, cannot
be classified under

lines 1 and 2 and are of
great intrinsic value

(e.g. listed buildings
under preservation order)

Line Type of structure horizontal piane
at a frequency of of highest floor
1Hzto 10 Hz | 10 Hz to 50 Hz {50 Hz to 100 Hz*)| at all frequencies
1 Buildings used for 20 20 to 40 40 to 50 40
commercial purposes,
industrial buildings, and
buildings of similar design
2 Dwellings and buildings 5 51015 15 to0 20 15
of similar design and/or
occupancy
3 Structures that, because 3 3108 81010 8

*} At frequencies above 100 Hz, the values given in this column may be used as minimum values.

60
/
//
Line 1
1 /
o 40
£
£
£
;.’:.
2z
‘©
o
o
> 20 T
/—-——‘“"“""" Line 2
,.....-——"""—-——_—-
c // - Line 3
3 — |
0 1 20 L0 60 80 100
Frequency, in Hz ——

Figure 1: Curves for guideline values specified in table 1 for velocities measured at the foundation
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To determine which frequency ranges shown in table 1 apply, take the frequency which occurs within the
relevant velocity range, special care being necessary in the measurement of low frequencies. For analytical
purposes, the character of the signal shall also be taken into consideration, for instance by means of suitable
data windows (cf. Appendix D).

For civil engineering structures (e.g. reinforced concrete constructions used as abutments or foundation pads),

the values in line 1 of table 1 may be increased by as much as a factor of two, provided no hazards arise as a
result of mechanical processes in the ground. .

5.2 Effects on floors

Where short-term vibration causes floors to vibrate, if v, is no greater than 20 mm/s when measured at the point
of maximum velocity (which is usually at the centre of the floor), a reduction in the serviceability of the fioor is
not to be expected. In the case of buildings as in line 3 of table 1, it may be necessary to lower this value to
prevent minor damage.

5.3 Effects on buried pipework

Table 2 gives guideline values for evaluating the effects of vibration on buried pipework. It is assumed that the
pipes have been manufactured and laid using current technologys; if this is not the case, special considerations
will have to be made. Additional considerations need also be made where mechanical processes in the ground
could have deleterious effects on pipes, or where there are different stress conditions at junctions {e.g. junctions
with the structure).

The values given in table 1 for foundations also apply to the first two metres (nearest the building) of gas and
water service pipes. For information regarding gas supply pipelines, see DIN EN 1594.

Drain pipes shall be evaluated using the values given in line 3 of table 2.

Table 2: Guideline values for vibration velocity to be used when evaluating the effects of short-term
vibration on buried pipework

Guideline values for velocity

Line Pipe material measured on the pipe, v, in mm/s

1 Steel (including welded pipes) ‘ 100

5 Clay, concrete, reinforced concrete, pre-

stressed concrete, metal (with or without flange) 80

3 Masonry, plastic 50

5.4 Measurement

Instruments used to perform measurements as in this standard shall meet the requirements specified in
DIN 45669-1, and the procedure shall be as in DIN 45669-2. To measure vibration in foundations, the pick-ups
for the three directions of measurement shall be placed close together on the ground fioor of the building to
be investigated, either at the foundation of the outer wall, on the outer wall itself, or in a recess in that wall. In
buildings without a basement, the point ‘of measurement shall be no more than 0,5 m above the ground.
Measurement points shall preferably be on the side of the structure that faces the source of excitation. The time
history of the vertical vibration (z-axis) and horizontal vibration (x- and y-axes, at right angles to each other) shall
be recorded, with one of the directions of measurement running parallel to a side wall of the building. For
structures with a large ground floor area, simultaneous measurements shall be made at several locations.

In addition to the measurements made on the foundation and the highest floor, a measurement in the vertical
direction may also have to be made on the floors on which the sirongest vibration is expected; in this case, the
point of measurement should be in the centre of the floor (cf. subclause 5.2).

Pick-ups for measurements in the highest floor shall be placed on or immediately next to structural masonry
so that the two horizontal directions of measurement, x and y, are at right angles to each other, with one
direction running parallel to a side wall.

When carrying out measurements on pipework, pick-ups shall be placed directly on the pipes whenever
possible. As an alternative, the pick-up may be placed on the ground surface directly above the pipe, although
in this case, it is only possible to make estimates (see Appendix D.1).

A test report as in Appendix A shall be drawn up for each measurement.

6 Evaluating effects of long-term vibration
6.1 Effects on the structure as a whole

Table 3 gives guideline values for the highest value of the two horizontal components measured in the top floor,
for different types of building. Experience has shown that if these values are complied with, damage will not
occur. Exceeding the values in table 3 slightly does not necessarily lead to damage. Should they be consider-
ably exceeded, the stresses may be determined as described in subclauses 4.2 and 4.3 and evaluated as in
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subclause 4.4. In the case of multi-storey frame structures, the dynamic stress component can also be deter-
mined from the relative displacement of the ends of the vertical members.

If a building is subjected to harmonic vibration, then the maximum values can also occur in floors other than
the top floor, or in the foundation. The values given in table 3 also apply in these cases.

When other points of reference are used, separate analysis is required.

Table 3: Guideline values for vibration velocity to be used when evaluating the effects of long-term
vibration on structures

Guideline values for velocity, ¥, in mm/s,
Line Type of structure of vibration in horizontal plane of highest floor,
at all frequencies

1 Buildings used for commercial purposes, indus- 10
trial buildings, and buildings of similar design

2 Dwellings and buildings of similar design and/or 5
occupancy '

3 Structures that, because of their particular 2,5

sensitivity to vibration, cannot be classified
under lines 1 and 2 and are of great intrinsic
value (e.g. listed buildings under preservation

order)

6.2 Eifects on floors

To evaluate vibration in components such as floors and walls, the dynamic loading may be determined as in
subclauses 4.2 and 4.3.

in the case of flexural vibration close to resonance, which often occurs when floors vibrate at high magnitudes,
the additional dynamic stress can be approximated using the method mentioned in subclause 4.2 as described
below.

For beams and one-way spanning solid slabs of rectangular cross section (i.e. y . /i = 1,73, where y__ is the
outer fibre distance and i is the radius of inertia) with a constant stiffness and weight loading, and for vibration
with a natural mode, the maximum bending stress, J,,,,is defined by equation (1), regardless of the dimensions
of the vibrating system:

dmax = 1’73 (EdynQGtot/Gbeam)o's knﬁmax (1)
where

Ve is the peak velocity along the beam length;

Esn is the dynamic modulus of elasticity of the material;

0 is the material density;

G,./Gyeam 18 the coefficient of loading, where the beam is to accommodate evenly distributed loads in addition
to its self-weight;

G, is the self-weight of the beam, plus other loads;
k is the eigenmode coefficient.

n
The eigenmode coefficient is dependent on the boundary conditions and the degree of the mode. Both of these
have only a slight influence; however, in practice, the value for k_ lies between 1 and 1,3. For two-way spanning
slabs, the bending stress so calculated is also to be considered a maximum.

Experience has shown that vertical vibration velocities up to 10 mm/s do not cause damage in floors of
structures as in lines 1 and 2 of table 3, even if the maximum design stresses are fully utilized. Such vibration
is very clearly perceptible. For structures as in line 3 of table 3, no guideline value can be given for vertical
vibration.

Minor damage (cf. subclause 4.5) should not be automatically attributed to dynamic loading and further inves-
tigations are necessary.
6.3 Effects on buried pipework

The guideline values given in table 2 may be reduced by 50 % without further analysis when evaluating the
effects of long-term vibration on buried pipework.

The restrictions given in subclause 5.3 apply here by analogy.
6.4 Measurement

If a building is subjected to harmonic vibration, measurements shall be taken on several floors simultaneously
in order to correctly determine the vibrational mode. For vibration having the lowest natural mode, it is normally
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sufficient to take measurements on the top floor. The lowest natural frequency of horizontal vibration in build-
ings with about five or more storeys, f,, in Hz, may be taken to be approximately 10/n (where n is the number
of storeys).

When evaluating horizontal vibration in the structure as a whole, it may be necessary in special cases to take
into account possible rotational movements in the floor plane and any rigid rotation.

The natural frequency of floors is normally greater than 10 Hz, and in most cases, only vertical movements are
significant. The vertical vibration shall thus be measured at the point of maximum velocity, which is usually at

the centre of the floor.
A test report as in Appendix A shall be drawn up for each measurement.

Appendix A
Sample test report form
The test report shall include the information listed below.

Table A.1: Test report form

Line Type of information Details
1 General:
a) Testing agency
b) Client
¢) Contract identification
d) Person carrying out measurement
e) Time and date of measurement
2 Type of vibration: Blasting (charge, ignition stages, number of drill
a) Source holes, series, etc.)
b) Operating conditions Pile driving (equipment used, type of pile used)
Machinery (speed, load, etc.)
Traffic (rail traffic, trucks, etc.)
Frequency of occurrence
3 Structure:
a) Designation Address
b) Classification Type of building according to the tables in this
standard
c) Description Type of structure, size, foundation, structural
condition
4 Site and location Sketches giving heights
a) of source of vibration
b) of the measurement points and their
distance from the source, and measurement
direction
5 Environmental conditions Details of rock and soil, ground water, structural
condition of building, weather conditions (frost,
storm, etc.), extraneous sources of vibration
{e.g. traffic)
6 Subjective observations Perceptible secondary effects (e.g. rattling of
objects)
7 Measuring chain:
a) Pick-ups, natural frequency of equipment, Accelerators, velocity or displacement pick-ups
damping coefficient, frequency response,
operating frequency range
b) Signal conditioning equipment Filters, amplifiers
¢) Recording devices Magnetic tape recorder, plotters, PCs
d) Tools for analysis Frequency analyzers, software
8 Results of measurement:
a) Measured quantities and frequencies
b) Derived quantities
c) Duration and occurrence of effects
9 Signatures
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Appendix B ‘

Measures for limiting the effects of vibration

Normally, vibration is transmitted through the ground and decays with increasing distance from its source. For
this reason, the effects of vibration can be reduced by increasing the distance between the vibration source and
receiver. (Airborne vibration plays a role only under special circumstances.)

The following measures may be used to limit the effects of vibration.

B.1 Measures taken at the vibration source

B.1.1 Measures against stationary vibration with harmonics, generated by machinery (e.g. oscillating
screens, motors, compressors, sawmills)

a) Balance machines.
b) Provide or improve balancing systems.
c) Change the speed, where resonance occurs.

d) Isolate against vibration by placing the installation on an elastic element (for excitation at frequencies
over 3 Hz).

B.1.2 Measures against shocks generated by machinery (e.g. forge hammers, presses, mills)
Isolate the installation against vibration.

B.1.3 Measures against vibration generated by traffic
a) Build and maintain smooth road surfaces.
b) Regularly maintain tracks of railways.
¢) Regularly maintain running gear of rail vehicles.
d) Isolate railways against vibration.
e) Reduce speed.

B.1.4 Measures against vibration generated by blasting

Modify the blasting technique (e.g. a different charge for each ignition stage, different firing orders or hole
depths).

B.1.5 Measures against vibration generated by construction work
a) Switch to low-vibration techniques.
b) Use vibration hammers having higher vibration frequencies.
¢) Avoid resonance.

B.2 Measures taken at the vibration receiver (structure)

a) Fit the structure with dynamic vibration absorbers {especially effective against resonance and where
there is minimal damping in the structure).

b) Isolate the structure against vibration (for excitation frequencies above 5 Hz).
c) Adapt the structure to avoid resonance.

B.3 Measures taken along the transmission path
a) Increase the distance between the source and the receiver (structure).

b) In special cases, dig trenches or fit elements in the ground near the vibration source or the structure.

Where the foundation may be susceptible to differential settlement, adequate measures should be taken to
strengthen the foundation accordingly (e.g. by sinking a deep foundation).
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Appendix C

Effects of vibration on soil

Non-cohesive soil tends to settle, for instance when vibrating rams are used nearby to drive sheet piling. For
this reason, the distance between the vibration source and the building foundation should be such that an angle
of at least 30° to the vertical is formed as shown in figure C.1. For piling extending below the groundwater table,
an angle of 45° is more suitable, as shown in the figure. .

This tendency is considerably lower in the case of percussive driving methods (e.g. when using diesel or
pneumatic rams).

Sheet piling Sheet piling o
Sand, gravel Building

WY
s
@
20
J
o

Sand, gravel

S HABES 2O BARY OO0 Clay, silt

GW - Groundwater table

Figure C.1: Distance between sheet piling and building {(schematic)

Even at great distances from the vibration source, vibration-induced foundation settlement can still occur at
vibration severities which are normally not expected to cause structural damage. For this to occur, the soil has-
to be very sensitive to vibration (as is non-cohesive, uniformly graded sand or silt, for instance), and the vibration
has to be continuous or frequent.

Since few investigations have been made regarding dynamically-induced settlement, it is recommended that
expert advice be sought.

Another effect vibration has on soil is liquefaction, when sand or silt at the groundwater level suddenly loses
its bearing capacity as a result of dynamic effects. During earthquakes, this process can lead to damage as
serious as the collapse of buildings. Since the vibration covered by this standard normally lies well under the

vibration magnitudes which occur during strong earthquakes, these effects should only be expected under the
most unfavourable circumstances.

Appendix D

Additional information on measurements on pipework and evaluation of frequencies

D.1 Vibration measurements on pipework

Measurements carried out to evaluate the effects of vibration on pipework should preferably be performed
directly on the pipes. Wherever possible, buried pipes should be exposed only at the point of measurement.
The pick-up should be mounted as described in subclause 5.3 of DIN 45669-2. The time history of the vibration
should be measured in the 2z, x and y directions, one of which should run along the pipe axis.

Any insulation at the point of measurement should be removed, although thin coatings have little effect on
results. To provide the pick-up with a flat support surface, a concrete or plaster base may be mounted on the
pipe.

Often, mounting pick-ups directly on the pipe can be quite involved. Where the vibration source is not imme-
diately next to the pipework, or is nearby but much deeper than the pipes, measurements can be made on the

ground surface. Previous investigations have shown that vibration measured on the surface is usually greater
than that measured directly on pipes.

D.2 Role of frequency in evaluations

Table 1 gives guideline values for vibration at foundations as a function of fréquency. Itis assumed the following
procedures will be carried out:
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1) Finding the maximum velocity values over the time, »(%).
2) Determining the significant frequencies, f,, over u(t).
3) Comparing the maximum velocities, v, with the values given in table 1 for this significant frequency.

NOTE: Narrow-band spectra are particularly suited for determining frequencies f.. To reduce distortions of the
spectra caused by the duration and form of the data window, the location and length of the latter have to
be fitted to the time history, »(t). Frequency weighting is not necessary.

EXAMPLE: When a construction machine is started up, short-term vibration occurs. The vibration components,
v (8), v,{t), and v,(f), measured in the foundation of a nearby building have qualitatively similar time histories,
as have the spectra. The maximum value of the vertical component, v, is considerably greater than those
for v, and v,; the horizontal components are therefore disregarded. Figure D.1 shows the time history of the
vertical component v,(¢) with a maximum value of 5,1 mm/s.

6 T

R

Velocity, in mm/s

1

Li 46 48 50 52

Time, in s

Figure D.1: Time history of the vertical vibration component, with a maximum of 5,1 mm/s

The main section of the vibration signal is enclosed by dashed lines and is enlarged in figure D.2.

6 T

-2 F

Velocity, in mm/s —=
o
[
J
§
=]

-4 -
B
"'6 1 I !

47,045 47,685 48 48,325

Time,ins —

Figure D.2: Enlargement of 1,28 s section of time history shown in figure D.1
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Before being transformed into a frequency range, the time history illustrated in figure D.2 is multiplied by the
shifted Hanning window shown in figure D.3, given by

h(t) = (1 - cos@a{t -t YT N2 fort, <t <T,+{,
0 otherwise

The peak of the Hanning window corresponds to the maximum of »,; the length of the window has been adjusted
to the length of the enlargement in figure D.2 (1,28 s).

1
0,8
0,6
0,4
0.2+
0

-0,2

0,4

-0,6f

-0,8F

I

-1
47,045 47,685 48,325
Time,ins —
Figure D.3: Hanning window, (/_(f)), fitted to v,(f) (with £, = 47,045 s and T, = 1,28 s)

The product of £ _(f) and v,(¢) is transformed into a frequency spectrum using a discrete Fourier transformation.
The spectrum is shown in figure D.4 as a normalized spectrum where the maximum of f, is 16,5 Hz.

l
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|
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l
|
l
l
|
l
l
I
|
I
l
|
|

WA pon e

0
0 16,5 50 7 Hz 100
Frequency, in Hz —=

Figure D.4: Normalized spectrum

The value given in line 2 of table 1 for a dwelling and a frequency of 16,5 Hz is 6,6 mm/s. The measured maximum
of 5,1 mm/s lies beneath this value.
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